‘ 


> 


. a a , 


VWWVMVEVIARVER CON 


— 


BENDIS 


To) 
fe 
(0) 
@) 
(@) 
= 

> 
pth) 

te 
[o)) 

S 
i) 
= 
(0) 
its) 
S) 
(co 
= 
© 

ts 

O 

io) 
> 
c 
© 

= 

-S 

ua 

(©) 

(QV) 

© 


PREVIOUSLY IN ULTIMATE SPIDER-MAN... 


The bite of @ genetically-altered spider granted high school student Peter Parker incredible, arachnid-like powers! When a burglar killed his beloved 
Uncle Ben, @ grief-stricken Peter vowed to use his amazing abilities to protect his fellow man. He learned the invaluable lesson that with great 
power must also come great responsibility. 


Now the fledgling super hero tries to balance a full high school curriculum, @ night job as @ web designer for the Daily Bugle tabloid, a friendship 
with the beautiful Mary Jane Watson, and swing time as the misunderstood, web-slinging Spider-Man. 


On a casual mall outing with MJ, Peter is attached by @ genetic duplicate of himself! Peter makes sure MJ gets clear and brings the duplicate to the 
world-famous fantastic four for examination. 


Unfortunately, MJ is soon kidnapped and taken to an abandoned Oscorp laboratory. She’s held prisoner by @ horribly scarred, tattered version of 
Peter-who swears he’s found @ way to keep MJ) safe from harm_by making her like him! 


Ais the real Peter searches for her, he instead discovers his friend Gwen Stacy, back from the dead.and as confused as he is! As they try to figure 
things out, they’re caught by Aunt May, so Peter does the only thing he can-he reveals himself as Spider-Man. 


The confrontation is interrupted when Peter’s father, also long thought dead, walks into the kitchen. Richard Parker reveals that he has been alive 
the entire time, but has been secretly continuing his genetics work for the CIA. 


Suddenty, Nick Fury-head of the government’s superhuman task force and armed to the teeth with spider-slayer warrior drones-surrounds the 
house. The overwhelming stress of the situation gives Aunt May a heart attack_but the greater shock is when Gwen transforms into Carnage-the 
very monster that killed her—-and attacks Fury and his men! 


When the fantastic four arrive to help Peter, Carnage is defeated and Aunt May is taken to the hospital (with Peter's dad following)... 
but Nick Fury detains Peter Parker. He is bringing him in... 
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This is a 
Peter ; ; ‘ 
rere major violation 
ne cpu ata t F yeah, like, of Parker's civil 
doing?r?. Please, nytnind. /everyone just } rights and you can't 
General |i calm down! / just take him from his 
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Doctor Richards, 
the genius that you 
are, Iam the leader 

Of S.H.I.E.L.0. 

My job is to 
protect this world with 
any and every measure 

at my disposal-- 


--so, please, 
find it within that big 
brain of yours to try and 
think of one of the fifty | 
reasons I cannot explain 
muself to you about this 
out in the open on the 
streets Of Queens. 
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Nice 
night for it, 
huh? 


rupture your 
spleen. 


' Permission 
We have a , to open fire. 
situation! 
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please please 
please, tell me 


can ee how \ “hat is going 


that, might SO" 


Like that 
Scorpion thing!? B 
Is that what he y 


is? 
You \y 


saw him? Is 


That's where 

{ we're going. We're \_J 

going to find the /= 
others. ——— 


T'll tell you 
RY exactly what I 
\ *\ know and how I 
SS \ 
Vy les ANY 1 X& knowit. 4M 
Where did WNW Abouta 
you come from? N month ago, give 
Didmy father JR or take... 
make you? 


She's 
coming out 
oF it. 


Don't worry 
about truing 
to talk. 


You can't 
yet. 

You were ~ 
brought into this 
world just a week ago. 
Your body hasn't fully 
adjusted to its-- 


(How 
can I explain 
it?) 
Your 
body is still 
forming. 


You've been 
heavily sedated 
so as to not hurt 
yourself. 


I know in 
your mind, you're 
a little freaked out 
and confused right 
now... 


But don't 


worry about 
that, either... 


Hi. 


IF that name 
sounds vaguely familiar 
it's because I was Doctor 
Curt Conners' assistant 
afew months ago. 


My 
name is Ben 
Reilly. 


7 Okay, in your head you 
remember yourself as 
Peter Parker, Spider- 

Man... 
But you're 
not him. In fact, 
you're not even 

a him. You're a 

er. 


You're a 
biological 
replica of him, 
created by 
me and my 

team. <4 
You're in an 
R and D facility 
for the Central 
Intelligence 
Agencu. 
You're 
safe and 
okau. 


You're phase 
five of the project, 
actually. And in your 
The goal was case we did a little 
toprocessaclone creative chromosomal 
of Peter Parker. WAY manipulation and you 
him? Because- well, were bornadirl. And you 
because of his spider- are arousing 


powers. success. 


You're the 
best one so far. 
We're really- this 

is veru, very 
exciting. 


Now, the good 
news is, as confusing as 
it is to have the memories 
and sense memories of a boy h 
when you are a girl and the ie eyed | 
memories of someone __ Psych team coming 
in very soon and you'll 
be stripped of all those 
memories and we'll have 
\\ainew ones implanted 
in youinno time. A 


In fact, by 
then you won't 
remember even having 


this conversation, 
the fact that you'rea }> 
clone, or any 


But we need 
to run some psuch 
evaluation tests on you 
before we go to the 
next step, and that 
includes telling you this 
and observing how you 
react toit. 
And your 
next life, if you choose 
to accept it, is going to 


be just as exciting as 
PS being Spider-Man-- 
You'll be 
a special agent 


for the Central 
Intelligence 


Let's see 
what they have 


for you... 
You'll be 


special agent 
Jessica Drew... 


(Pretty 
name.) 


You'll be an 
agent of the CIA. 
Codename: Spider- 
Woman. 


not very 
original.) 


T'll try to 
have them change 
that for you. 


So how Well, if yo 
did this all Risa ea 


happen? 
When you, 
and by you I mean 
Peter Parker, were 
friends with Curt Conners, 
he stole a sample of 
your blood... 

And, you'll 
remember, he accidentally 
incubated a clone prototype 
that became that horrible 
monster that wreaked such 
carnage on my college 


campus. 
And killed 
your friend, Gwen 


that was not 
the plan. 


We didn't want hat 
to hurt anyone. Rocks Ww od 
We wanted to help fappened, 

people. happened. 


— 7 Anuwau, 

/ after all that 

went down,I |} : 

was in a lot oF Curt 
trouble. Conners is in jail 


= now for it. 
Andthefeds ~~ 
came for me, too, 
\ but Lhad a “get out 
of jail" card. 


Your blood 
sample. And my 
notes from my 
work with Doctor 
Conners. 


The CIA here 
made a deal with the 
FBI and they put me to 
work instead of making 
me sit in a federal 

prison. I 
really lucked 


They'd already cue 


put together a little 
brain-trust here working 
on the very same type 
Of project. Areal 
community 
of like-minded 
\ geniuses. 


And now 
bunch of other look at YOu, a 
things. All real whole, beautiful 
top-secret young woman 


tuft. But all oF it created from 
specifically- directly — scratch. 


related- to super- 
power and mutant 
genealody. 


You're part 
of a launch-series 
of cloning experiments. 
Every one of youisa 
little different than 
the next. 


And each 
of you will be trained 
and/or experimented 
on for the government 
in search of, or in 
place of, the elusive 
Super-Soldier 
Serum. 


An army 

of a hundred, two 
hundred Spider-Men 
launching a ground 
assault? 


Can 
you- oh. She's 
out. 


I'm Injust this 
proud to be ‘short time we've been 
here. working together we 
cracked the mystery 
of the clone. 


We broke 
down Norman ¥ 
\ Osborn's original 
\ Oz formul 


See, the 
reason Peter Parker 
is so perfect for cloning 
is they- we- needed some- 
thing stronger, more 
durable than the 
human genome. 


And 
We you were 
needed it. 
something 
more. 


Yeah, you 
may be the 
next Captain 
America. 


_Can you 
imagine? 


Okau, 
Jessica, you 
sleep. 


Tomorrow 
is a big day. 


Why did you attack 
me before? 


I didn't, you 
kind of attacked 
me. 

I'm sorry if 
I didn't respond 
better or explain 
myself better. 


I've only . 
been alive a month 
and I'm having trouble 
remembering what are 
my memories and 
what are yours. 


I'm kind 
of having a 
meltdown 
here, too, 


| 


; : Yeah. The 
I'm still thing is, is that 


they never got 
you...me or- ’ to-- 


or this Jessica 
person? 


At least 
you're the 
real you!! 


: Where did 
not the real = = this costume 


anything! - \ come from? 


Why 
aren't Lina 
coma now? 


Shouldn't 
my brain just give 
out on me now and 
just gointoa 
coma!!?? 
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————— 
Who can 


take this much 
#S%“ in one 5 
day?P?Pr 


I mean no 
Iam. 4 disrespect. 


That's what 
today is all about, 
anyhow. La 


You're going 


to become Jessica A -\ J Z 
Drew today f Z 
I told you » ' 
wehadapsyuch YA nN 
team that will help Painless SS 
you with that. Quick. y/. 


person that is 
going to help you 
with all of that. 
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you people do iy 
this to me? '} 
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We should _— Y 
7 get out of here- % ” - = : Z b Everyone just 


\ weshoulddo Jy Zags 2 . “4 go back in your 
a find MJ. Ny, i Wy, , rooms and wait 


for the power 
} yn 
\) \ Hy 
A i g 
: No. We leave 


What is 
Peter and all of , j -— 
this? What ~ 
jj then ane 4 have you done Wé 
iy jf idf,/ to me?P? KN 
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We < stay here!! 
have to save Listen to me!! 


“Once I got something 
vaguely resembling my 
bearings, my intention 
was to just make sure 
none of them went and 


But when I got 
to the neighborhood, 


my brain froze up on | 


me, it all rushed in 
on me. 


bothered MJ." 


Iwas 
out of it. That's 
when you and I 
bumped into each 
: other. 


LIhope Iam 
$0, SO, SO 
. wrong. 


how my night 
\. started. 


Ijust don't 
want her involved 
in any of this. p 


I'm- I'm just 
completely-- 
And here- f 
look- this is the last 
place I could think of 
that one of us, in our 
delicate mental state, & 
might take MJ. 


Which 
didn't help. 


my- my- my 
clones took 
Mo? 


— 
I know, I 


was, uh, speaking 


| EX for both of us. A 


I came back 
to tell you all this, 
level with you, and 
there was Nick Fury, 
once again making 
every day a sun- 
shiny dau. 


Oscorp?? 
7 Why would some- 
one bring her , 
here? <a 


Let's 
just hope I'm 
wrong. 
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Please, 
Bey please tell 
Sa me that isn't 
her. 


Yeah, we'll 
do our “oh my 
Gods" later. J 


Just tru 
and breathe. 
Give yourself a 
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Oz here!! This J 
place is- is- 
it's empty!! 
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/ Tobe continued 
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Greetings! 

“Clone Saga” is one wild ride. | never know 
just what to expect. Each issue turns out to be a 
shocker. The whole crew is doing an excellent job. Mr. 
Bendis deftly manipulates our imaginations and keeps 
us guessing. Mr. Bagley’s art is spectacular and he will 
be missed. His name is synonymous with Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 

Anyhoo, while “Clone Saga” is enough to prompt 
me to write, | did have a question that has been nagging 
me. In issue 77, Nick Fury says it is time for Peter to 
lose his powers. So far, | have not seen repercussions 
from this. Did he act on this yet in another title or is it 
still brewin’? 

Keep up the good work. 


Cheers, 
Michael O'Neil 


Oh, boy. Just keep reading “Clone Saga” and you'll 
see what Nick’s got up his sleeve... 


| just picked up issues 99 and 100 of USM. 

| must say it blew my mind. | mean, Peter telling his 
Aunt May that he is Spider-Man and, on top of all this, 
his dad appears? That’s great stuff. 

After reading Amazing Spider-Man for years this 
was a nice twist. 

But please don’t make this a nightmare where 
Peter suddenly wakes up and none of this happened! 
Please don’t make his dad a clone or some artificial 
intelligence (we already had this some years ago in 
ASM.) Let him stick around. | want to see how they 
are going to deal with all this. 

ls Aunt May ever going to forgive Peter, or is it 
all over? 

USMis the best comic EVER. 

Greetings from the number one Spidey fan from 
Belgium. 

Naeyaert Ivan 


Thanks for the compliments, Naeyaert! We thought 
it was a pretty nice twist too! And rest assured—the 
events in this “Clone Saga” will have permanent 
consequences for our hero! 


Congratulations to the USM team for 100 fantastic 
issues! | enjoyed the cover of this milestone issue—the 
cover illustrated how much fun Mark Bagley has when 
drawing Spidey. The multiple Spidey-Clones and their 
different poses looked great. 

Regarding the issue, Brian Michael Bendis has 
created a series of events that have made Peter Parker's 
life more interesting and complex. The addition of his 
father into his life creates an interesting dilemma for 
Peter: does he now show a greater loyalty to him, or 
the aunt that forbids Peter from seeing him? 

The revelation of the mistrust that the CIA and 
Henry Gyrich have for Nick Fury was unexpected. | 
believed that General Fury had free rein provided to 
Create security measures for the U.S. government. The 
addition of an internal foe for Fury who has support 
from Spider-Man’s genius father adds another layer of 
intrigue to the Ultimate Universe. 

My only suggestion for USM is that changing to a 
single-issue format may prove to be a nice change of 
pace to the story arc format. Issue 100 is right in the 
middle of an arc. Ending an arc with this book could 
have provided a transitional point, or simply having a 
stand-alone issue may have paid tribute to the title’s 
history a little better. 

| must give credit for the detailed “Ultimate Spider- 
Man Saga” recap that was written by John Barber, 
though. It did cover the important highlights that 
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RALPH MACCHIO 


SPECIAL THANKS 


all fans should know about, so the USM team was 

mindful of retelling the events of Peter’s first full year 

in the Ultimate Universe. The extended letter column 

and section of unpublished artwork were nice fans’ 
treats as well! 

Thank you for your time, 
Jerry Popek 
Brunswick, Ohio 


Come on now, Jerry. If you’ve been reading 
Ultimates, you would know that not many people 
can stand Nick Fury. He’s made enough enemies 
that someone is bound to hate the good general 
wherever he goes. 


While a single-issue format has its benefits, Bendis’ 
stories are so action-packed that we need multiple 
issues to contain them. Sorry, but until Bendis starts 
writing boring comics, we’re going to have to stick 
with huge, sprawling story arcs. Glad you liked the 
extras—not everybody did... 


Dear B.M.B. ’n’ Bagley, 

This really wasn’t any better or worse than any 
regular issue of USM in my opinion. It was only double- 
sized so you could put in a bunch of meaningless 
drawings and extras, which are kind of like DVD extras 
in that | could care less about them. The cover was not 
really that inspired! 

Given the fact that there are so many Spider- 
Men in “Clone Saga,” you should maybe have put 
some of them on the cover, don’t you think? There 
were elements of this that were pretty good, pretty 
confusing, and just pretty dumb. Generally a big 
disappointment! And to think | saved it to read last. You 
know, save the best for las-—that kinda thing? 

How come Uncle Ben and Aunt May look so young 
when Peter is a kid? What, Aunt May went from being 
35 to 60 in the space of 10 years? 

Sincerely, 
Andrew J. Shaw 


May aged so quickly because Peter’s always getting 
into trouble. If you were as worried about anything 
as she is about her nephew, you’d sprout a few 
premature gray hairs too! But, hey—she’s not that 
old... 


Okay, guys. I’ve been reading USM since issue 65 
and got so into it so much that | collected the back 
issues and have also gotten into ASM. | do have to 
compliment Bendis on “Clone Saga,” but | hate that 
Gwen was actually Carnage. | have some questions: 

1. Will you bring back Gwen for real? (Please!!) 
2. Whatever happened to Kitty Pryde? 

3. Are you going to kill Aunt May? 

4. Are we ever going to see Doc Ock again? 


Make mine Marvel! 
Blake Bonnell 


1.Who said Carnage isn’t the real Gwen? 
2.Wait until you see next issue. 

3.We’re not that cruel... or are we? 

4.1 think we might’ve just answered that one. 


Dear USM, 

First-time writer, longtime reader. And let me tell 
you, it ain’t easy staying up-to-date with your fabulous 
books here in Nigeria (they cost an arm and leg too), 
but it’s totally worth it. Spider-Man just blows my 
mind, though a lot of people seem to know who he is 
(let’s face it: this day and age, it'd be impossible for him 
to completely hide his secret identity). 


JOE QUESADA 


EDITOR CHIEF 


JON HOGAN 
E-MAIL: 
ULTIMATEOFFICE@ 
MARVEL.COM. 


“OKAY_TO PRINT” 


let us know. Letters may be edited for.content and length. 


MARK LETTERS AND E-MAIL 


Just finished reading the Annual and | must applaud 
Bendis and crew for another home run. Couldn’t make 
the issue better if you tried. | particularly enjoyed 
Spider-Man’s appearance with the Shocker. It totally 
reflected my frustration as to why this guy keeps 
coming back and just can’t up his game. 

The fights just took me back to the Hammerhead 
arc with a surprising and welcome appearance by 
our favorite vigilante, Punisher. | must say | expected 
Jeanne De Wolfe to see the error of her ways and 
become an ally to Spider-Man, but her death really hit 
me. Never saw that coming. 

Can't wait to see what Daredevil and Moon Knight 
cook up. I’m currently hooked on the “Clone Saga.” 
Can’t wait for the conclusion. Keep up the good work. 

So, ‘til Kingpin slims down (yeah right), make mine 
Marvel. 

Sads 
Nigeria 


Glad to hear that Marvel helps you satisfy your 
comic jones even when you're in Nigeria, Sads. The 
Shocker may not get much respect now, but he’ll be 
laying low for the next few months. You better believe 
he'll be doing nothing but plotting and planning ways 
to destroy Spider-Man in the meantime. 


As for Daredevil and Moon Knight, all of their 
plans will come together in the next arc, “Ultimate 
Knights.” Just wait and see. I’m sure you'll be 
pleased. 


Dear USM team, 

Straight to the point: | loved the Ultimate Morbius 
story. Are there any plans to do another story with 
Morbius in the future? 

Also, | wanted to say | loved Annual #2 and look 
forward to the possibility of an Ultimate Marvel Knights 
team, especially if it features Moon Knight. 


Robbie Hall 


As long as Bendis has Morhbius stories to tell, we 
haven’t seen the last of the notorious bloodsucker. 


Wow! Another Moon Knight fan. Lots of people 
seem to like him. They better hope nothing terrible 
happens to him in our next story arc. That would be 
ashame. 


Next: THe Doctor Is 
in...1S SPIDEY our ?! 


